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notes written at the time of the occurrence. It is some-
what lengthy, but as the performance of the rite was
prohibited the following year by Lord William Bentinck,
this was one of the last that was legal. As late as 1880
it was reported that in one of the Native States the
cruel ceremony was secretly observed.

" On receiving civil charge of the district, I issued a
proclamation prohibiting any one from aiding or abetting
in Sati, and distinctly stating, that to bring one ounce
of wood for the purpose would be considered as so
doing. . . .

" On Tuesday, November 24, 1829, I had an applica-
tion from the heads of the most respectable and most
extensive family of Brahmans in the district, to suffer
an old widow to burn herself with the remains of her
husband, Omed Sing Opuddea, who had that morning
died on the banks of the Nerbudda. I threatened to
enforce my order, and punish severely any who assisted,
and placed a police-guard for the purpose of seeing that
no one did so. She remained sitting by the edge of the
water without eating or drinking. The next day the
body of her husband was burned to ashes in a small pit
before several thousand spectators, who had assembled
to see the Sati. All strangers dispersed before evening,
as there seemed to be no prospect of my yielding to the
urgent solicitations of her family, who dared not touch
food till she had burned herself, or declared herself
willing to return to them. Her sons, grandsons, and
other relations remained with her, while the rest sur-
rounded my house, the one urging me to allow her to
burn, and the other urging her to desist. She remained
sitting on a bare rock in the bed of the' Nerbudda,
refusing every kind of sustenance, and exposed to the
intense heat of the sun by day, and the severe cold of
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